To: Joshua_Quigley@boxer.senate.gov[Joshua_Quigley@boxer.senate.gov]; Buchanan Davis
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joe_donoghue@mccain.senate.govljoe_donoghue@mccain.senate.govl;
mark_delich@mccain.senate.govimark_delich@mccain.senate.gov]; Meghan Kielty
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(kyle_chapman@boxer.senate.gov)[kyle_chapman@boxer.senate.gov]; Nicolas Rodriquez
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(brittan.specht@mail.house.gov){brittan.specht@mail.house.govl;
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melanie.rhinehart@mail.house.gov[imelanie.rhinehart@mail.house.gov}; Sean Hamlin
(sean.hamlin@mail.house.gov)[sean.hamlin@mail.house.gov}; Anne Sanger
(Anne.Sanger@mail.house.gov)[Anne.Sanger@mail.house.gov]; Catherine Brinkley
(catherine.brinkley@mail.house.gov){catherine.brinkley@mail.house.govj;
chris.flores@mail.house.govichris.flores@mail.house.govl]; Margaret McCarthy
(margaret.mccarthy@mail.house.gov)[margaret. mccarthy@mail.house.gov}]; Sam Stefanki
(sam.stefanki@mail.house.gov){sam.stefanki@mail.house.gov}; Erin O'Quinn
(erin.oquinn@mail.house.gov)ierin.oquinn@mail.house.gov}; Kelvin Lum
(kelvin.lum@mail.house.gov)ikelvin.lum@mail.house.gov}; Matthew Ceccato
(Matthew.Ceccato@mail.house.gov)[Matthew.Ceccato@mail.house.gov];
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(alisa.alva@mail.house.gov)falisa.alva@mail.house.govl;
gary.prost@mail.house.govigary.prost@mail.house.govl;
patrick.arness@mail.house.govjpatrick.arness@mail.house.govl;
teresa.frison@mail.house.govjteresa.frison@mail.house.govj;
bob.rucker@mail.house.govibob.rucker@mail.house.gov]; Bret Manley
(bret.manley@mail.house.gov)[bret. manley@mail.house.gov}; Tracey Chow
(tracey.chow@mail.nouse.gov)tracey.chow@mail.house.gov};, Betsy Marr
(betsyarnoldmarr@mail.house.gov)[betsyarnoldmarr@mail.nouse.gov}; Christopher Whitmore
(christopher.whitmore@mail.house.gov)[christopher.whitmore@mail.house.gov}; Emlyn Struthers
(emlyn.struthers@mail.house.gov)[emlyn.struthers@mail.house.gov}; Mark Copeland
(mark.copeland@mail.house.gov)[mark.copeland@mail.house.gov]; Pat Joyce
(pat.joyce@mail.house.gov)[pat.joyce@mail.house.gov]; Shanelle Scales
(shanelle.scales@mail.house.gov)[shanelle.scales@mail.house.gov}; Adela Amador
(adela.amador@mail.house.gov)[adela.amador@mail.house.govl;
dan.bernal@mail.house.gov[dan.bernal@mail.house.gov]; Adrienne Ursino
(adrienne.ursino@mail.house.gov)[adrienne.ursino@mail.house.gov}; Mehrabi,
Emma[Emma.Mehrabi@mail.house.gov}; brian.perkins@mail.house.gov{brian.perkins@mail.house.gov];
Kathleen Wentworth (kathleen.wentworth@mail.house.gov)kathleen.wentworth@mail.house.gov}; Miriam
Goldstein (miriam.goldstein@mail.house.gov)[miriam.goldstein@mail.house.govl;
andrew.ginsburg@mail.house.gov[andrew.ginsburg@mail.house.govl; Cheri Clasen
(cheri.clasen@mail.house.gov)[cheri.clasen@mail.house.gov]; Tim Sbranti
(tim.sbranti@mail.house.gov)[tim.sbranti@mail.house.gov}; Daniel Martinez
(daniel.martinez@mail.house.gov){daniel. martinez@mail.house.gov}; Gary Chahil
(gary.chahil@mail.nouse.gov)[gary.chahil@mail.house.gov}; Juan Lopez
(juan.lopez@mail.house.gov)fjuan.lopez@mail.house.govl; Kristina Solberg
(kristina.solberg@mail.house.gov)lkristina.solberg@mail.house.govl;
scott.peterson@mail.house.govjscott.peterson@mail.house.gov]; Ahmad Rafah
(ahmad.rafah@mail.house.gov)[ahmad.rafah@mail.house.gov]; Cathy Hyde
(cathy.hyde@mail.house.gov)|cathy.hyde@mail.house.govl;
(edwin.tan@mail.house.gov){edwin.tan@mail.house.govl;
eric.werwa@mail.house.govjeric.werwa@mail.nouse.govl;
jennifer.vanderheide@mail.house.govfjennifer.vanderheide@mail.house.govl;
(christine.padilla@mail.house.gov)[christine.padilla@mail.house.govj;
karen.chapman@mail.house.govikaren.chapman@mail.house.gov}; Paul Beck
(paul.beck@mail.house.gov){paul.beck@mail.house.govl;
sandra.soto@mail.house.gov[sandra.soto@mail.house.gov};
stacey.leavandosky@mail.nouse.gov|stacey.leavandosky@mail.nouse.govl;
alec.arago@mail.house.govialec.arago@mail.house.govl;
debbie.merrill@mail.house.govidebbie.merrill@mail.nouse.govl;
rochelle.dornatt@mail.house.govirochelle.dornatt@mail.house.govl;
troy.phillips@mail.house.govitroy.phillips@mail.house.gov}; Ariana Joven
(ariana.joven@mail.house.gov)[ariana.joven@mail.house.gov]; Kristina Dunkin
(Kristina.Dunklin@mail.house.gov)[Kristina.Dunklin@mail.nouse.gov]; Sebastian Silveira
(sebastian.silveira@mail.house.gov)[sebastian.silveira@mail.house.gov]; Anthony Ratekin
(anthony.ratekin@mail.house.gov)[anthony.ratekin@mail.house.gov}; Caitlin Shannon
(caitlin.shannon@mail.house.gov){caitlin.shannon@mail.house.gov}; Jilian Plank
(jilian.plank@mail.house.gov)ijilian.plank@mail.house.gov}; Melissa Mederos
(melissa.mederos@mail.house.gov)[melissa.mederos@mail.house.govl;
kyle.lombardi@mail.house.govlkyle.lombardi@mail.house.gov};
vince.fong@mail.house.gov]vince.fong@mail.house.gov]; Adriane Casalotti
(adriane.casalotti@mail.house.gov)[adriane.casalotti@mail.nouse.gov]; Blanca Figueroa
(blanca.figueroa@mail.house.gov)[blanca.figueroa@mail.house.govl; Eliot Crafton
(Eliot.Crafton@mail.house.gov)[Eliot.Crafton@mail.house.gov};
greg.haas@mail.house.govigreg.haas@mail.house.gov]; Vianey Lopez
(vianey.lopez@mail.house.gov)[vianey.lopez@mail.house.gov}; Motta,
Wendy[Wendy.Motta@mail.house.gov]; Brandon Eden
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(brandon.eden@mail.house.gov)[brandon.eden@mail.house.gov]; Daniel Outlaw
(daniel.outlaw@mail.house.gov)[daniel.outlaw@mail.house.gov]; David Orosco
(david.orosco@mail.house.gov){david.orosco@mail.house.gov]; Lisa Moulton
(lisa.moulton@mail.house.gov)[lisa.moulton@mail.house.gov}; Armenta,
Carina[Carina.Armenta@mail.house.gov}; Cheri Orgel
(cheri.orgel@mail.house.gov)[cheri.orgel@mail.house.gov}; Fundakowski,
Jean[Jean.Fundakowski@mail.house.gov];
sharon.wagener@mail.house.gov[sharon.wagener@mail.nouse.gov}; Becky Cheng
(becky.cheng@mail.house.gov)[becky.cheng@mail.house.gov}, Sonali Desai
(sonali.desai@mail.house.gov)[sonali.desai@mail.house.govl;
ann.peifer@mail.nouse.govlann.peifer@mail.house.gov}; Courtney Fogwell
(courtney.fogwell@mail.house.gov)[courtney.fogwell@mail.house.gov}; Brian Gavidia
(brian.gavidia@mail.house.gov)[brian.gavidia@mail.house.gov}; Gabriela Marquez
(gabriela.marquez@mail.house.gov)[gabriela.marquez@mail.house.gov};
miguel.franco@mail.house.gov[miguel.franco@mail.house.govl; John Alford
(john.alford@mail.house.gov)[john.alford@mail.house.gov}; Lauren Wolman
(lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov)[lauren.wolman@mail.house.govl]; Scott Abrams
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov)[scott.abrams@mail.house.gov;
(becky.corneli@mail.house.gov)[becky.cornell@mail.house.govl]; Enrique Armenta
(enrique.armenta@mail.house.gov)lenrique.armenta@mail.house.gov]; Sarah Weinstein
(sarah.weinstein@mail.house.gov)[sarah.weinstein@mail.house.gov}; Sarah Wright
(sarah.wright@mail.house.gov)[sarah.wright@mail.house.gov];
daniel.chao@mail.house.gov[daniel.chaoc@mail.house.gov]; Hector Elizaide
(hector.elizalde@mail.house.gov)lhector.elizalde@mail.house.govl;
joe.sheehy@mail.house.govfjoe.sheehy@mail.house.gov]; Joseph Ciccone
(joseph.ciccone@mail.house.gov)fjoseph.ciccone@mail.nouse.govl; Mary Ann Lutz
(maryann.lutz@mail.house.gov){maryann.lutz@mail.nouse.govl;
perla.hernandez@mail.house.gov[perla.hernandez@mail.house.gov}; Andrew Lachman
(andrew.lachman@mail.house.gov)[andrew.lachman@mail.house.govl]; Joey Apodaca
(joey.apodaca@mail.house.gov)[joey.apodaca@mail.house.gov]; Lisa Pinto
(lisa.pinto@mail.house.gov)[lisa.pinto@mail.house.govl; Megan Price
(megan.price@mail.house.gov)[megan.price@mail.house.gov]; Gemma Jimenez
(gemma.jimenez@mail.house.gov)[gemma.jimenez@mail.house.gov}; Irvin DeLaO
(Irvin.DeLaO@mail.house.gov){lrvin.DeLaO@mail.house.gov};
johanna.montiel@mail.house.govijohanna.montiel@mail.house.gov]; Kwabena Nsiah
(kwabena.nsiah@mail.house.gov)kwabena.nsiah@mail.house.gov];
liz.saldivar@mail.house.goviliz.saldivar@mail.house.gov]; Anna Gonzalez
(anna.gonzalez@mail.house.gov)[anna.gonzalez@mail.house.gov]; Grant Kerr
(grant.kerr@mail.house.gov)[grant.kerr@mail.house.gov}; Veronica Zendejas
(veronica.zendejas@mail.house.gov)[veronica.zendejas@mail.house.govj;
Octavio.Gonzalez@mail.house.gov[Octavio.Gonzalez@mail.house.gov]; Ross Arnett
(ross.arnett@mail.house.gov)ross.arneti@mail.house.gov}; Carrie Kohns
(Carrie.Kohns@mail.house.gov)[Carrie.Kohns@mail.house.gov}; Maral Karaccusian
(maral.karaccusian@mail.house.gov)[maral.karaccusian@mail.house.gov}; Andrew Noh
(andrew.noh@mail.house.gov)[andrew.noch@mail.house.gov]; Angelina Mancillas
(angelina.mancillas@mail.house.gov){angelina.mancillas@mail.house.gov}; Yvette Shahinian
(yvette.shahinian@mail.house.gov)[yvette.shahinian@mail.house.gov]; Alison Martin
(alison.martin@mail.house.gov){alison.martin@mail.house.gov};
peter.freeman@mail.house.govipeter.freeman@mail.house.govl;
sc@mail.house.govisc@mail.house.gov}; ana.figueroa@mail.house.goviana.figueroa@mail.house.gov};
debbie.jessup@mail.house.gov[debbie.jessup@mail.house.gov];
kimberlee.tachiki@mail.house.govikimberlee.tachiki@mail.house.gov]; Talia Leon
(talia.leon@mail.house.gov)[talia.leon@mail.house.gov}; Claire Viall
(Claire.Viall@mail.house.gov)[Claire.Viall@mail.house.gov};
rafael.elizalde@mail.house.govirafael.elizalde@mail.house.gov}; lan Foley
(ian.foley@mail.house.gov)fian.foley@mail.house.govl;
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jackie.lansing@mail.house.gov]jackie.lansing@mail.house.gov}; Jason Gagnon
(jason.gagnon@mail.house.gov)fjason.gagnon@mail.house.govl;
jolyn.murphy@mail.house.govijolyn.murphy@mail.house.gov}; Rebecca Keightley
(rebecca.keightley@mail.house.gov)[rebecca.keightley@mail.house.gov];
blanca.jimenez@mail.house.gov|blanca.jimenez@mail.house.gov}; Hamilton Cloud
(hamilton.cloud@mail.house.gov)[hamilton.cloud@mail.house.govl;
kathleen.sengstock@mail.house.govikathleen.sengstock@mail.nouse.govl;
ericf.boyd@mail.house.govlericf. boyd@mail.house.gov}; Justin Vogt
(justin.vogt@mail.house.gov)justin.vogt@mail.house.gov}; Lara Larramendi
(lara.larramendi@mail.house.gov){lara.larramendi@mail.house.gov}; Sam Oh
(sam.oh@mail.house.gov)[sam.oh@mail.nouse.gov}; Yvette Wissmann
(yvette.wissmann@mail.house.gov)yvette.wissmann@mail. house.gov}; Carlos Urquiza
(carlos.urquiza@mail.house.gov)[carlos.urquiza@mail.house.gov}; Lorenzo Rubalcava
(Lorenzo.rubalcava@mail.house.gov)[Lorenzo.rubalcava@mail.house.govl;
devin.helfrich@mail.nouse.govijdevin.helfrich@mail.house.gov}; Mark Pulido
(mark.pulido@mail.house.gov)[mark.pulido@mail.house.govl; Rachel Gentile
(rachel.gentile@mail.house.gov)rachel.gentile@mail.house.gov};
jeff.vanderslice@mail.house.govjjeff.vanderslice@mail.nouse.govl;
kathleen.staunton@mail.house.govikathleen.staunton@mail.house.gov}; Bill Christiansen
(bill.christiansen@mail.house.gov)bill.christiansen@mail.house.gov}; Ellen Schrantz
(tyler.grimm@mail.house.gov)jtyler.grimm@mail.house.gov}, Veronica Wong
(veronica.wong@mail.house.gov)[veronica.wong@mail.house.govl];
michael.harrison@mail.house.gov[michael.harrison@mail.house.gov]; Reed Linsk
(reed.linsk@mail.house.gov)freed.linsk@mail.house.govl;
rick.terrazas@mail.house.govirick.terrazas@mail.house.govj;
(aaron.allen@mail.house.gov)[aaron.allen@mail.house.govl;
eddie.meyer@mail.house.govieddie.meyer@mail.house.gov};
janine.pairis@mail.house.gov{janine.pairis@mail.house.gov}; Jenn Maldonado
(ienn.maldonado@mail.nouse.gov)fjenn.maldonado@mail.house.gov};, Hugo Carmona
(hugo.carmona@mail.house.gov)[hugo.carmona@mail.house.govl; K.C. Jaski
(kc.jaski@mail.house.gov)[kec.jaski@mail.nouse.govl;
maryanne.pintar@mail.house.govimaryanne.pintar@mail.house.gov};
jessica.poole@mail.house.govjessica.poole@mail.nouse.govl;
lee.steuer@mail.house.govilee.steuer@mail.house.govl; Matt Weiner
(matt.weiner@mail.house.gov)[matt.weiner@mail.house.govl;
andrew_lingenfelter@heller.senate.goviandrew_lingenfelter@heller.senate.gov]; Ashley Jonkey
(ashiey_jonkey@heller.senate.gov){ashley_jonkey@heller.senate.govl;
jack_finn@heller.senate.govfjack_finn@heller.senate.govl;
(jeremy_harreli@heller.senate.gov){jeremy_harreli@heller.senate.govl; Sarah Paul
(sarah_paul@heller.senate.gov)[sarah_paul@heller.senate.govl]; Stephen Sifuentes
(Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.gov){Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.govl;
alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov[alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov};
jason_unger@reid.senate.govijason_unger@reid.senate.gov};
kristen_orthman@reid.senate.govikristen_orthman@reid.senate.govy;
lucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.govllucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.govl;
mary_conelly@reid.senate.govimary_conelly@reid.senate.gov];
ryan_mulvenon@reid.senate.goviryan_mulvenon@reid.senate.gov];
sara_moffat@reid.senate.gov[sara_moffat@reid.senate.gov}; Shannon Raborn
(shannon_raborn@reid.senate.gov)[shannon_raborn@reid.senate.gov}; yolanda_garcia-
banuelos@reid.senate.goviyolanda_garcia-banuelos@reid.senate.gov]; Ben Rosenbaum
(ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.gov)[ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.govl; Elizabeth Decker
(elizabeth.decker@mail.house.gov)[elizabeth.decker@mail.nouse.govl;
mike.naft@mail.house.govimike.naft@mail.house.govl; Arturo Garzon
(arturo.garzon@mail.house.gov)[arturo.garzon@mail.house.govl;
bruce.miller@mail.house.gov[bruce.miller@mail.house.govi;
jason.riederer@mail.house.govijason.riederer@mail.house.govl; Martin Paris
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(martin.paris@mail.house.gov)[martin.paris@mail.house.gov};
stacy.parobek@mail.house.govistacy.parobek@mail.nouse.govl];
keith.hughes@mail.house.govikeith.hughes@mail.house.govl]; Scott Hughes
(scott.hughes@mail.house.gov)[scott.hughes@mail.house.gov}; Jacob Fullmer
(jacob.fullmer@mail.house.gov)fjacob.fullmer@mail.nouse.gov]; Kent Alexander
(Kent.Alexander@mail.house.gov)[Kent.Alexander@mail.house.gov}; Kyle Lykins
(kyle.lykins@mail.house.gov)lkyle.lykins@mail.nouse.govl; Robert Yavor
(robert.yavor@mail.house.gov){robert.yavor@mail.house.gov}; Sonia Joya
(sonia.joya@mail.house.gov)[sonia.joya@mail.house.govj

Cc: Huitric, Michele[huitric. michele@epa.gov];, Keener, Bill[Keener.Bill@epa.gov}; Amato,
PaulfAmato.Paul@epa.govl; Brush, Jason[Brush.Jason@epa.gov}; Torres,

Tomas{Torres. Tomas@epa.govl; Kaiser, Sven-Erik{Kaiser.Sven-Erik@epa.gov]

From: Maier, Brent

Sent: Wed 5/11/2016 10:13:03 PM

Subject: U.S. EPA Press Release: U.S. EPA’s Wetlands Report Shows Chalienging Conditions in the
West

Dear Colleagues:

The following press release is being issued today by the EPA Region IX press office. If
you have questions or need any additional information, please give me a call.

Regards,
Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison
Telephone: 415.947.4256

2 ) A Environmental
WEP News

For Immediate Release: May 11, 2016

Media Contact: Michele Huitric, 415-972-3165, huitric.michele@epa.gov

U.S. EPA’s Wetlands Report Shows Challenging Conditions in the
West
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Assessment points to need for better monitoring and protection of wetlands

SAN FRANCISCO - Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released the
first-ever National Wetland Condition Assessment. The report shows that nearly half of
the nation’s wetlands are in good health, while 20 percent are in fair health and the
remaining 32 percent are in poor health. The ecoregion west of the Rocky Mountains
scored lowest overall, with 21 percent of the wetlands in good condition, 18 percent in
fair and 61 percent in poor condition.

“Wetlands play a vital role in decreasing water poliution, providing habitat for fish and
wildlife, offering recreational and economic opportunities, and reducing risks from
flooding and coastal erosion due to sea level rise,” said Tomas Torres, EPA’s Water
Division Director for the Pacific Southwest. “We want to better understand the health of
our wetlands and work closely with our partners to protect and restore them in the arid
West.”

Similar to most of the country, the most common stressors in western wetlands include
hydrologic changes from the creation of ditches and other draining systems; intrusion of
nonnative plants; and surface hardening and vegetation removal (such as for roads and
pavement). Additional factors that may have led to the poorer results in the West include
generally higher temperatures; long, dry summers; and prolonged drought conditions.

A total of 146 western sites (out of 1,179 sites nationally) were sampled in 2011,
including 51 inland woody wetlands, 70 inland herbaceous wetlands, and 25 coastal
estuarine wetlands. Overall, more estuarine wetlands were found to be in good
condition than inland wetlands.

The National Wetland Condition Assessment is part of a series of surveys designed to
advance the science of coastal monitoring and answer critical questions about the
condition of waters in the United States. The assessment was conducted in partnership
with state environmental agencies and other federal agencies, including the Natural
Resource Conservation Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The report is the
first of its kind for wetlands and will be repeated every 5 years.

The report has increased understanding of wetlands and their dynamic, extremely
important ecosystems, which were once actively removed throughout much of the
United States. With new insight gained over time, these assessments will enable EPA
and federal and state partners to develop innovative strategies to more effectively
manage and protect existing wetlands.

EPA also launched the National Wetland Condition Assessment Campus Research
Challenge today. This challenge seeks to encourage graduate students to identify and
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use the data to address one or more key and innovative questions and hypotheses on
water quality, wetland health, or wetland ecology. The research may examine
relationships nationally, eco-regionally, or for other subpopulations of interest.

More information on the Campus Research Challenge: htips://'www.epa.gov/national-
aguatic-resource-survevs/national-wetland-condition-assessment-campus-research-

challenge

More information on the National Wetland Condition Assessment:
hitp://www? _epa.govinational-aguatic-resource-surveys

HiH

Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ph: 415.947.4256
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